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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 August 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 23 Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |Sl Claim(s) 1-2. 5-17. 24. 25 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 3.4 and 18-23 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa Per No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . Claims 1,2,5,6,1 5-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Eschweiler (#5,242,369). 
Eschweiler shows a folding machine comprising a housing with an upper opening as 
shown in fig 1, a processing area including a first removable plate (fig 7) and second 
removable plate 15, 14, a paper input area 26 adjacent the first plate with a feeding 
mechanism 28 and a paper output area 24 for outputting the processed sheets. The 
plates comprise of two pieces and are attached with a stopper means as shown in fig2 
with plate 12. This reads on a removable plate that is removably attached to fold plates 
as claimed since the plate will be removed with the removal of the stopper means. 
Eschweiler shows a roller 20 mounted at the vertex of the table in a generally v-shape. 
Fig 7 shows the folding plate with corresponding slots so that a stopper runs through the 
slot means. In response to applicant's newly amended limitations, the examiner notes 
that the claims are interpreted in a broad context in light of the specification. The fold 
plate is read on means 54. The entire horizontal dimension of the fold plate 54 
comprises a work area in between the removable plates 14 and 15. As shown in fig 7, 
feeding rollers are in between the removable plates and the end of the folding plate 54 
furthest away from the removable plates 14, 15. This reads on the claimed subject 
matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claims 24, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
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Eschweiler. Eschweiler do not show cartridge or stacking arms as claimed. However, 
the examiner takes official notice that replaceable cartridges and stacking arms are 
notoriously well known in the art. Since examiner took official notice on this previously 
and applicant did not contest this notion, this official notice statement is taken to be 
admitted as prior art as set forth in MPEP 2144.03(C). 

3. Claims 7-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eschweiler in view of Bluthardt et al. 

Eschweiler does not show the indicia means as claimed. However, Bluthardt teaches 
the basic concept of using indicia means as shown in fig la to identify different modes of 
operations. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide Eschweiler with indicia means as taught by Bluthardt et al to 
identify different modes of operation for a user. Regarding where the indicia are located 
is merely a matter of location of pads to enable the user to identify the different modes 
of operation. It has been held that there would be no invention in shifting pads to a 
different position since the operation of the device would not be modified. See in re 
Japikse, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950). Eschweiler discloses folding in half, in a z fold or 
standard fold which reads on including adjustment including one of folding types being 
claimed since a z -fold is one type of fold as claimed. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 18-23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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5. Applicant's arguments filed 8/1/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. In response to the newly added limitations, the examiner is interpreting the 
claims in a broad context as discussed supra. The folding plate 54 extends horizontally 
away from the removable plates and there are work areas in between the removable 
plates and the end of horizontally extending folding plates. 

In response to applicants arguments regarding the frame not processing paper 
sheets, the examiner notes that Eschweiler, Jr et al show a processing area wherein the 
sheet gets processed which includes a removable plate and folding plate as claimed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gene Kim whose telephone number is 571 272-4463. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571 272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Gene Kim 



EUGENE KIM 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



